
 
 

Ottery St Mary Parish Church 

PRAYER DIARY FOR NOVEMBER 2020 
and prayers/meditations in these uncertain times 

 
“Are we weak and heavy-laden, cumbered with a load of care? 

Jesus only is our refuge, take it to the Lord in prayer” 
Joseph Scriven 

NOVEMBER 

Sun 1st All Saints’ Day. Our services at 10am and 11am will be an All 
Souls’ service, led by Rev Sid Humphries, at which names of those 
who’ve died during the last year will be read out and 
remembered. Pray for those who mourn. 

Mon 2nd All Souls’ Day – We remember those we’ve known and loved 
who’ve died from Covid-19, an accident or another disease. Give 
thanks for all they’ve meant to us. 

Tues 3rd Barnabas Fund is marking this week as Suffering Church Action 
and Awareness Week. Pray that those around the world 
persecuted because they are Christians will stay strong in the 
faith as they rest on God’s faithfulness. 

Weds 4th Give thanks for all the work in the deanery and diocesan synods 
which Shirley-Ann Williams has been involved with over the 
years, and pray for her as she’s moved to Chertsey in Surrey to be 
nearer her family as she recovers. 

Thurs 5th Give thanks for the ‘virtual’ holiday club held in the summer, led 
by Graham Harry, our team youth pastor, and supported by 
volunteers from our churches. Pray for Graham as he continues 
to work alongside Year 6 Primary children and Years 7-13 in the 
Kings School. 

Fri 6th Give thanks for the weekly Food Bank held in the URC hall. Pray 
for all the volunteers who fill the boxes, the drivers who deliver 
them and the people receiving who need this help. 



Sat 7th Give thanks for the many scientists around the world who are 
working so hard to find a vaccine for Covid-19, that it won’t be 
too long before a vaccine is found and be available to all.  

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God” Phil. 4:6  

Sun 8th Remembrance Sunday. Give thanks for our retired clergy and 
others from the Diocese as they help us in our worship, praying 
for Rev Canon Dr John Hall as he leads our Remembrance 
Services. 

Mon 9th Pray for those living with dementia or any disability, praying too 
for their carers in sometimes very difficult and distressing 
situations. 

Tues 10th Our world can feel so dark at times. Give thanks that we need 
never be in darkness because we have the light of God’s Word to 
guide us wherever we are, whatever we do. 

Weds 11th Give thanks for the beauty of our world, particularly at this time 
of the year when the trees change colour so dramatically. Pray 
that we’ll all appreciate the beauty of God’s creation and it will 
lift our spirits. 

Thurs 12th Pray for those suffering physical pain, mental distress, loneliness, 
drug or alcohol addiction or are housebound, remembering those 
mentioned in our Contact Sheet. 

Fri 13th Give thanks for the Ottery Help Scheme, with volunteers 
providing care and support to those in our community who need 
help. 

Sat 14th Pray for Kings Manor Care Home and other care homes where 
contact with the outside world is very limited at the moment.  

“Let Him have all your worries and cares for He is always thinking about you 
and watching everything that concerns you.”  

Living Bible translation of 1 Pet. 5:7  

Sun 15th Pray for Rev Jon Rose leading our worship today. Give thanks for 
Michael and all those in the choir who’ve enriched our services 
with their playing and singing. 



Mon 16th Give thanks for all the hard work the Heads and staff of our 
schools have done to make them safe for everyone. During this 
uncertain time of change, pray that all the children will be 
supported and helped to achieve their goals. 

Tues 17th Give thanks for the positive use of computers during this 
pandemic, in using Zoom for house group meetings and for the 
Love Ottery (CTIO) prayer meetings. 

Weds 18th Pray for Love Ottery and all our churches in Ottery as we seek to 
work together more closely to share the Gospel of God’s love for 
everyone in the town. 

Thurs 19th Give thanks for the sterling help the NHS is providing at this time. 
Pray for all those working in our medical centre, with the 
increasing number of residents in the town and more to come if 
the new houses are built near the Kings School. 

Fri 20th Give thanks for the work of the Bible Society. Since its founding in 
1804 it’s been involved for decades in providing prisoners the 
Bible in their first language. Pray for prison chaplains as they seek 
to draw close to prisoners with God’s word. 

Sat 21st Pray for our government with so much responsibility during the 
pandemic, that God will give them wisdom, courage and strength 
to make the right decisions.  

“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thess. 5: 16-17.  

Sun 22nd Pray for Mark Ward, our rural dean, who has responsibility for us 
here during the Vacancy. Give thanks that he chaired the APCM 
so well last month. Pray for Rev Preb Sue Tucker taking our 
services in church this morning. 

Mon 23rd Give thanks for the many shops and businesses in Ottery that 
have managed to open. Pray that we will support them in this 
unprecedented time. Pray for those struggling to survive. 

Tues 24th Pray for family members who are living and working overseas 
that they’ll be kept safe and well. Give thanks that modern 
technology like Skype has enabled contact to be maintained.  

Weds 25th Give thanks for those who agreed to join the PCC and pray for 
Grenville Gilbert and Margaret Whitlock, our new church 



wardens, and for all the PCC in the very busy, challenging and 
important year ahead. Their first full meeting is tonight. 

Thurs 26th Pray, as the job of Team Rector in the Otter Vale Ministry will be 
advertised in the coming months, that the right person will be 
chosen to lead our church forward. 

Fri 27th Pray for all newcomers who’ve recently moved into Ottery, that 
they will quickly settle, get to know their neighbours, make new 
friends and feel welcome in our town. 

Sat 28th Pray that we may reach out to those around us, showing love, 
compassion and help, whatever the need. 

  

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.” Ps. 46:1 

  

Sun 29th Advent Sunday. Ven John Rawlings is leading our services today, 
when we remember the coming of Jesus as a baby and look 
forward to his second coming. 

Mon 30th St Andrew’s Day. As Andrew, a fisherman, one of Jesus’ disciples, 
introduced his brother Simon Peter to Jesus, pray that we too 
may be willing to share Jesus with others. 

  

“Praise Him for his acts of power; praise Him for His surpassing greatness. 
Praise the Lord.” Ps. 150: 2 and 6. 

  



 

 

Prayers and Meditations in these 
uncertain times 

 

 

 

There is a lot of anxiety in ourselves and in the world around us. Advent – the time of 
waiting has come to us early. In these weeks let us learn to be still and know that the world 
is being held in the hands of a gracious and loving God. 

Begin the day with some prayers and a cup of tea. Bring to God your hopes and fears and 
all that you care about. 

In the time between the passing of what was 
And the birth of what will be 
we find ourselves uncertain, lost. 
We grieve what has gone, and we do not know what will replace it. 
It is a waiting time 
and the one thing we can hold on to is this: 
You were there with what was 
You will be with what waits to be born 
And You are here, in the in-between time. 
And so we wait ... we hope ... 
We are not people of fear: we are people of courage. 
We are not people who protect our own safety: we are people who protect our neighbours’ 
safety. 
We are not people of greed: we are people of generosity. 
We are your people God, giving and loving, wherever we are, whatever it costs 
For as long as it takes wherever you call us. 
Amen. 

  
Night time prayers 
Before the ending of the day, 
Creator of the world, we pray 
That you, with steadfast love, would keep 
Your watch around us while we sleep. 
Tonight I pray especially for: 
(names of family, friends and neighbours) 
Keep them safe. 
I pray for anyone who is going to bed tonight worried for their loved one who is unwell. 
Please give skill and wisdom to all who are caring for them. 
Amen. 



Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all 
perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

A Prayer for our Leaders 

Father, we seek Your wisdom daily. Be with people making decisions that affect the lives 
and futures of our families, communities, countries, and the wider world. We pray that they 
communicate clearly, truthfully, and calmly — with each other and with us — and that their 
messages are received and heeded. May truth and empathy be the touchstones of people 
setting policies for our protection. Amen 

  
Ever-present God, 
be with us in our isolation, 
be close to us in our distancing, 
be healing in our sickness, 
be joy in our sadness, 
be light in our darkness, 
be wisdom in our confusion, 
be all that is familiar when all is unfamiliar, 
that when the doors reopen again 
we may with the zeal of Pentecost 
inhabit our communities 
and speak of your goodness 
to an emerging world. 
For Jesus’ sake. 

Washing our hands prayer 

Remind us, each time we wash our hands, that in our baptism you call 
us to let go of our fears and live in joy, peace, and hope. Amen. 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

Philippians 4:6 

  

A prayer before silence 
Loving God, we seek your presence in the silence beyond words 
looking to you for comfort, strength, protection and reassurance 
breathing with gratitude 
holding on to hope 
trusting with faith that you are still God in the midst of the turmoil 
and that your love reaches to the ends of the earth. 
Be present with us now. 
(Silence) Amen. 



For hospital staff and medical researchers 

Gracious God, give skill, sympathy and resilience to all who are caring for the sick, and your 
wisdom to those searching for treatment and a vaccine. Strengthen them with your Spirit, that 
through their work many will be restored to health; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Reflection on Social Distancing 

The phrase ‘social distancing’ has entered every conversation. It is shorthand for the practical 
physical precautions that we all need to take in order to protect ourselves and others. 

I'd like to suggest that we use the term itself sparingly, if at all. Language is a powerful shaper of 
thinking and the last thing we need right now, is a mindset of mutual distancing. 

How can we turn social distancing upside down and draw closer to one another? 

Can every hand that we don't shake become a phone call we make? Every embrace that we avoid 
become a verbal expression of warmth and concern. Every metre that we physically place between 
ourselves and another, becomes a thought as to how we can bring joy to the other. 

We will be tempted to hunker down during these short days of lockdown. To close out the world as 
we close the curtains - the lonely and vulnerable distanced for another day as we turn on the TV to 
watch Strictly. 

Distancing, if misplaced or misunderstood, will take its toll on our friends, our families and our 
communities. We are made to live, love and care so let's stay safe and draw one another closer in 
a way that we've never done before. 

Based on thoughts by Rabbi Yosef Kanefsky 

When This is Over 
When this is over, 
may we never again take for granted 
a handshake with a stranger 
conversations with neighbours 
a crowded theatre 
Friday night out 
the taste of Communion 
a routine check-up 
the school rush each morning 
coffee with a friend 
the busy market 
each deep breath 
a boring Tuesday 
life itself. 
When this ends, 
may we find that we have become 
more like the people we wanted to be, 
we were called to be, 
we hoped to be. 
And may we stay that way – better for each 
other because of the worst. 


